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Lesson 3 Reteach
Area of Composite Figures

To fi nd the area of a composite fi gure, decompose the fi gure into shapes whose areas you know how 
to fi nd. Then fi nd the sum of these areas.

Example 
Find the area of the composite figure.

The figure can be separated into a semicircle and trapezoid.

Area of semicircle Area of trapezoid

A =   1 − 

2
   πr2 A =   1 − 

2
   h(b1 + b2)

A =   1 − 

2
   · π · (7)2 A =   1 − 

2
   · 10 · (14 + 18)

A ≈ 77.0 A = 160

The area of the figure is about 77.0 + 160 or 237 square inches.

Exercises
Find the area of each figure. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 1. 

5 mm

8 mm

6 mm

 2. 
6 ft

9 ft

9 ft

 3. 7 mi

7 mi

5 mi

5 mi

14 mi

 4. 

 10.8 m

12 m

 10.4 m

   5. 

 8 yd

 8 yd

8 yd

   6. 9 in.

3 in.

6.1 in.

10 in.

14 in.

18 in.

18 in.

14 in.

10 in.

14 in.

119_136_CC_A_RSPC2_C08_662331.indd Page 123  7/28/11  7:37 AM s-60user119_136_CC_A_RSPC2_C08_662331.indd Page 123  7/28/11  7:37 AM s-60user /Volumes/110/GO00864/MIDDLE_SCHOOL_MATH/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/.../Volumes/110/GO00864/MIDDLE_SCHOOL_MATH/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/...

  PDF Pass  


