
Concise History of Western Music, 4e: Chapter 23 Music, Politics, and the People in the
European Twentieth Century

Title Description

avant-garde
Term for music (and art) that is iconoclastic, irreverent, antagonistic, and
nihilistic, seeking to overthrow established aesthetics.

futurism,
futurists

Twentieth-century movement that created music based on noise.

Gebrauchsmusik
(German "utilitarian music" or "music for use") Term from the 1920s to
describe music that was socially relevant and useful, especially music for
amateurs, children, or workers to play or sing.

neoclassicism
Trend in music from the 1910s to the 1950s in which composers revived,
imitated, or evoked the styles, GENRES, and FORMS of pre-ROMANTIC
music, especially those of the eighteenth century.

New Objectivity
Term coined in the 1920s to describe a kind of new realism in music, in
reaction to the emotional intensity of the late ROMANTICS and the
EXPRESSIONISM of Schoenberg and Berg.

serial music
Music that uses the TWELVE-TONE METHOD; used especially for music
that extends the same general approach to SERIES in parameters other
than pitch.

socialist realism

A doctrine of the Soviet Union, begun in the 1930s, in which all the arts
were required to use a realistic approach (as opposed to an abstract or
symbolic one) that portrayed socialism in a positive light. In music this
meant use of simple, accessible language, centered on MELODY, and
patriotic subject matter.
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