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Itally

Opera seria p serious opera

Opera buffa  -- not serious

Intermezzo intermission type

In france 

Opera  -tradedie lyrique – serious

Opera  - opera comique – comedy.

Opera – vaudeville,  not necessarily between acts and lighter then comique.

In germany

Opera Singspiel like comique

England 

Ballade, opera – like vaudeville

Singspiel and Comique and Ballade have spoken dialogue. 

The lower in the chart are more appealing to the wider classes. 

Dido and Anease was famous for multiple reasons.. sung in English, and content such as witches. Etc…  by Purcell.  Was more Opera seria. 

Carmen.. was Opera comique not because it had comedy because it was a serious content but was considered comique because of spoken dialogue. 

Opera Reform

Because the barouche style opera was beginning to be embellished.  This resulted in opera reform.  Because the divas were out to showcase there talent they would want to change the opera, so the reforem came to make the show about the drama. 

Orfeous Greek mytholory, from greek mythology, his vocals when sung was so beautiful that he was able to make a deal with the underworld to get her back and is allowed to but then looks at her before emerging from the underworld which makes it so that she has to stay in the underworld. 

Opera Reform

They wanted to advance the plot and make the music more related to the plot…


Recitative is where you advance the plot, become more espressive.


Arias ….

Instruments changed tooo

· Overture—was separate like an announcement to get to your seat the show is about to start, but now was more connected to the content and highlighted for what to expect. 

· then during the arias they were more and more accompaniment. 

· Started using the orchestra to create dramatic mood. 

Example “ode to the magic flute” about the free mason stuff.  What to expect.  

Opera Reform started using chorus more in opera’s before this Handel used chorus in His oratorios, so in Opera reform they started using this tool. 


As a result in Glucks chorus of  “hades” in His opera. 

